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S-4026. 1

SENATE BI LL 6229

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Kline, and Franklin

Read first time 01/ 14/ 08. Referred to Conmttee on Natura
Resources, Ocean & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to freshwater |akes nanagenent; anending RCW
43. 21A.662; adding a new section to chapter 43.21A RCW and creating
new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that freshwater
| akes are vital to the state's econony and environnent, and serve as a
source of recreational and scenic enjoynent. Lakes serve multiple
pur poses such as habitat for fish and wldlife, mtigation of flood
damage, water storage for hydropower generation, and a source of water
supply for aquifer recharge, drinking water, and water for agricul tural
and industrial purposes.

(2) The legislature further finds that currently nore than two
hundred | akes, or twenty-five percent of the publicly accessible |akes
wi thin Washi ngton state, have inpaired water quality conditions or are

at risk for inpairnment. Since not all |akes are nonitored for water
quality, the full extent of |ake water quality problens is not known
but is likely nmuch greater than that identified by current limted

nmoni t ori ng.
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(3) The legislature further finds that |egislative studies a decade
ago identified several progranmmatic recommendations to strengthen state
and | ocal responses to degradation in | akes health. While gains have
been nmade in addressing nutrient sources of algal and aquatic
vegetation growh in freshwater |akes, current prograns are not
adequat el y addressing ot her |akes, chall enges such as invasive speci es,
storm water managenent, discharge to |akes of toxic and endocrine
di srupting conpounds, biodiversity conservation, and inpacts from
climat e change.

(4) Therefore it is the purpose of this act to direct that a
conprehensive strategy for I|akes protection and restoration be
devel oped, portions of which may be inplenented wthin current
authority and funding, and that the strategy further include
recommendations for further |egislative authorization and funding to
achieve a conprehensive statew de |akes protection and restoration
program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.21A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall prepare a conprehensive | akes managenent
strategic plan. The plan shall serve primarily to guide state prograns
that provide technical and financial assistance to other state
agenci es, | ocal gover nnent s, speci al purpose districts, and
nongovernnental entities for the protection and restoration of the
state's freshwater | akes.

(2) The plan shall be developed in partnership wth a |akes
managenent advi sory conmm ttee, which shall be appointed by the director
and nust include at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) The comm ssioner of public lands, or the comm ssioner's
desi gnee;

(b) The director of the departnent of fish and wildlife, or the
director's designee;

(c) Representatives of counties, cities, and special purpose
districts having | akes managenent interests;

(d) Representatives of tribal governnments and federal agencies
havi ng | akes managenent interests;

(e) A statew de association of | akes nanagenent interests;

SB 6229 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W WWWWWNDNRNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRERRRRERRPR
OO O A W NP O OO0 ~NO UG A WNP O OOLONOO OGP~ WDNPRELO

(f) Representatives of |ake wusers and residents, recreational
users, and residents of |ake shore properties; and

(g) At least one scientist with |akes health experti se.

(3) The plan nmay be developed in segnents consistent with the
direction and tinelines in this section.

(4) Not later than Decenber 1, 2008, a plan elenent shall be
conpleted that provides guidance to the departnent's financial and
techni cal assistance prograns serving |ake managenent needs. The
gui dance shall address | akes-rel ated funding provided fromat |east the
fol |l ow ng accounts:

(a) Water quality account, RCW 70. 146. 030;

(b) Freshwater aquatic weeds account, RCW 43. 21A. 650;

(c) Freshwater aquatic al gae control account, RCWA43.21A 667; and

(d) Toxics control accounts, RCW 70.105D. 070.

(5) Not later than Septenber 1, 2009, the departnent shall conplete
el enents of the strategy to inprove | akes protection and restoration in
the follow ng activities:

(a) Lakes nonitoring;

(b) Scientific research on | akes health;

(c) Education and technical assistance;

(d) Financial assistance;

(e) | nt er gover nnent al coordination in regulatory prograns,
financial and technical assistance, and | akes managenent; and

(f) Admnistration and budgeting for | akes managenent prograns, and
recommendations for additional or nodified nonitoring.

(6) In developing the strategic plan, the departnent and the
commttee shall be informed by existing plans and reconmendati ons t hat
address or relate to the protection and restoration of |akes. The plan
shall include a summary of recommendations relating to | akes protection
from existing water body cleanup plans devel oped under chapter 90.48
RCW and wat ershed pl ans devel oped under chapter 90.82 RCW

(7) The departnent, the departnent of fish and wldlife, and the
departnent of natural resources shall incorporate the guidance and
recommendations in the plan to the extent allowable under existing
authority and available funding in the adm nistration of |akes-rel ated
progr ans.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Not later than Decenber 31, 2009, the
departnment of ecology with the assistance of the [|akes mnmanagenent
advi sory comm ttee shall prepare recommendations for creating dedicated
state funding assistance for |akes restoration and protection. The
recomendati ons shall address the nechani smfor making fundi ng awards,
including creating a funding entity specific for |akes restoration and
protection. The recommendations shall be based upon a goal of
providing for |akes not | ess than ten percent of total state financial
assi stance provided directly to address point and nonpoi nt sources of
wat er pollution of state waters.

Sec. 4. RCW43.21A 662 and 1999 ¢ 251 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(()) The departnent shall ((appetnt—an—-adviserycommttee)) use
the | akes nanagenent advisory committee created in section 2 of this
act to oversee the freshwater aquatic weeds managenent program  For
oversight activities related to this program the advisory committee
shall include representatives of recreational boaters, the aquatic
nui sance species conmttee created in RCW 77.60.130, pesticide
registrants, as defined in RCW 15.58.030(36), and certified pesticide
applicators, as defined in RCW17.21.020(6), who specialize in the use
of aquatic pesticides.

(DT i : hall i nelud . : I
follow ng groups:
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